
NEWSLETTER

Thank you to Mr Thomson for organising and running two
great EOTC opportunities for our learners.

Congratulations to our kapa haka performers at Music
Picnic at the Point.  We have received some lovely
complements about your performance.

The Easter Raffle continues to build ,with families asking for
a second ticket to sell, having already sold their first!  This
year we need to increase our fundraising to help with the
budget so every card sold helps. We will be selling tickets at
Pauanui Super Value on Easter Saturday so send your
visitors down by a ticket or two!   

Thank you for supporting the Learning conferences.  
Sharing goals together with your child is an important part
of the learning process and one that we value.  

Have a great weekend.

 Ngā mihi, Rachell 

HIKUAI SCHOOL 

Kia ora from the Principal
Kia ora everyone. Week 8 already!
This last fortnight,  we have been
busy with Hockey Big Day Out and
our Year 5-8 Pinnacles trip. Te
Wahapū have enjoyed having the
school to themselves while the
older pupils have been away.

Congratulations to Aliyah and Regan
who were recognised for their
ambitious skills at the Hockey Big
Day Out last week. Those are real
olympic hockey shirts and ball!

TERM 1, WEEK 8
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TOTARA Values 



How I feel about learning

Firstly a big welcome to Piper!
In class we have been
preparing for student
conferences, reflecting on
what learning means for us.
Here we chose a card to
describe ‘how we feel about
learning’. “When I am writing, I
feel relaxed about learning
because everyone is quiet and
busy concentrating” Sola.  
“Every time I am learning
something new I get a shock in
my brain” Hunter. 

KIA ORA FROM TE WAHAPŪ



Map It
Our Wednesday and Thursday Maths
sessions are spent together as a
'whole class', with a focus on the
strand element of the Maths
Curriculum.
This term, we are diving into Position
and Orientation which is found within
the Geometry strand.
Our initial focus centres around
creating and using simple maps to
show position and direction.

The students were given an unmarked
map of the school and asked to label
as many of the spaces they could as
possible.
After creating a colour coded 'Key',
the students were then given a
compass and challenged to use it to
mark North, East, South and West on
their map.
This was super challenging for many of
our students and was, for a large
proportion of the class, the first time
they had ever used a compass before.

The students then plotted a course on
their map which navigated it’s way
around the school property. The
children are now in the process of
writing directional instructions that
would, in effect, allow someone to
‘walk their path’ without the use of the
map.

KIA ORA FROM TE AWA



KIA ORA FROM TE MAUNGA
Reading Time!

Te Maunga  Maths: 

Te Maunga reading groups meet together 9:00-9:45 Monday to Thursday. We are learning to read
for information, developing our research skills, ask questions and pull out main ideas, recognising

fact and opinion in non fiction text. 

This term we have continued to
develop our strategies when solving

problems using addition and
subtraction. Next we will look again
at mapping and location skills in our

collaborative maths sessions.

Monica creates a school map journey and designs a set of
instructions using compass directions.



2023 SURVEY RESULTS AND ACTIONS

ACTIONS for 2024:
Students involved in developing Hikuai School norms connected to our TOTARA  
values.

Staff / whanau / student co-constructed localised curriculum. 

Termly opportunities to contribute to the next term integrated plan.

Regular opportunities to choose resources, strategies and presentation of
learning.

Opportunities for Local EOTC ensuring all classes have choice and termly access

Opportunities for local sport

Opportunities for community service

Students: share their process to show options, decisions and choices.

Thank you to all who responded to our  school survey in 2023.

Feedback from students, parents and staff has helped to set goals for this year‘s
strategic plan.

Below is a summary of Strategic Plan goal three: Opportunities for our learners to
be involved in the decision making process with regard to their learning. 

 The actions listed have come from the feedback you provided .



COMMUNITY: 

Thank you 



What's Happening?

Next T.O.T.A.R.A Assembly : Thursday 11th April at 2:00pm All welcome :)

Kapa Haka at Music Picnic at the Point


